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As the Cloud Vailed the) San Before the
Destruction of Jerusalem

the Great,

So the UprolUojr Vapors of Sleep :l
clam and Darken

Ourlatlan Religion.

BffurUuf Infidelity to Overthrow the Pom
Kingdom of Christian Kelleton

The 1.1c ht of Clod
Love.

Brooklyn. N. Y Feb. 8. Before the
sermon to-da- y Dr. Talmsge expounded
chapter from the prophecies. The opening
hymn wsa:

From Greenland'! Icy mountains,
r ram India'a coral trän da,

Wtere Africa innnjr fountains
Roll down tier solden sands.

Dr. Talmage's subject was "The Dawn-fal- l
of Relislon,' and hia text was taken

from Acts ll , 20: "The sun shall be tamed
into darkness." Following ia the sermon in
full:

Solar eclipse is her prophesied to take
place jast before the destruction of Jerusa-
lem. Joaephus, the worldly historian, says
that this prophecy was literally fulfilled and
that the ikies were fall of strange appear
an sei aoout mis time, ui course the sun
was not obliterated, but clouds rolled be-

tween it and the earth. Christianity is the
ristog san in our time, out there are many
who, by the uprolliog vapors of skepticism
and lhe smoke of their blasphemy, are at
tempting to turn it into darkness.

Suppose the archangels of malice and Hor-
ror were unloosed and permitted to extin-
guish the sun in the natural heavens. They
throw on that great lamp of our planetary
syste i s oceans from other world, and the
waters roil hissing dowa into the rarines and
chasms of that great luminary, and explo-
sion lo lows explosion until only a few
sparks of are are left, and now they are cool-i- n

olf and going down until the vast conti-
nents of fl ami are reduced to a small acreage
of fire, and this has been reduced to a few
coals, and they are whitening and soon go
out, not a spark left in the mountains of
ashes and the valleys of ashes and the cav-
erns of ashes. An extinguished san, a dead
sun, a buried san. Let all worlds bewail at
the stupendous obsequies.

Under this withdrawal of solar light and
heat, our earth of coarse takes universal
chill, and the trop'cs become the temperate,
and the teoipsrate becomes the artic? and
there are frozen rivers and frozen lakes and
frozen ocears The inhabitants gather in
from artic and antarctic regions toward the
center, to dud tne equator a the poles. The
slain forests are heaped into huge bonfires,
arouud wh'ch shivering villages and cities
gather. The wealth of the coal mines is
hastily poured into furnaces and stirred into
rage of combustion; bat even the bonfires
are lowering and the furnaces are cooling
off, and to.a Nations are dying. Vesuvius
and Cotopaxi and Stromboli and tne Cali
fornia geysers cease their smoke, and the
lee of the hair-stor- ms unmedted in
the craters. All the Mowers have breathed
their lait breath. All the leaves of the for
eats have fallen. 8hips on tbe sea wish sail- -

Off froxen at the mast and helmsman frozen
at the wheel and passengers frozen in the
cabin.

ALL BAT10S3 DYI5G.

First at tbe North, then at the South Chil
dren froste i and dead in the cradle Octoge-
narian frosted and dead by the hearth.
Workmen with frozen arm holding the ham
xner or with with frozen foot on the shuttle,
Winter in all zones. Winter from sea to sea.
All-congealin- g winter. Perpetual winter.
Hemisphere shackled to hemisphere. Olobe
of frigidity. Universal Nova Zembla. The
whole earth it an ice floe grinding against
other ice noes. 60 the archangels of malice
and horror have put out the natural son and
destroyed our world, and they may take
their throne of glacier and their crown of
ice aad their scepUr of icicle.

What the obliteration of tbe natural sun
would do for the natural wot Id the destruc
tion of Chrlstanity would do for the moral
world. The sun turned into darkness. At
the present time, infidelity is a joke. There
axe people who will give fifty cents or a dol
lar to hear Christianity assailed by epigram
end qalbble and bandinage and harlequin
ade. It correctly reported, one of tne loud-
est laughs in Brooklyn Theater last Sabbath
night was at the Lord Jesus Christ, the
Savior of the world, the one who ctme to
carry our sorows. 1 read from that lecture
the following n regard to Christ: "When
He was here He was forgiving and half-huma- n.

But now He is God. Instead of say-
ing: 'Father, forgive them for they know
not what they do,' He sends them to eternal
fire. It is wonderful the difference office
makes with some people. Laughter."

Now, there is one law that ought either to
be erased from the statute book or else exe-
cuted, and that Is tbe law against blasphemy.
What is blasphemy ? I went into the law li-

brary and fonnd this authority: "Blas-
phemous words against Ood, contume-
lious reproaehta and profan ridicule
of Christ or the Holy Scrip-tart-s

are offenses punishable at com
moo law, whether uttered by words or in
writing." If a poor drunken man stood on
tbe street corner this morning and took the
name of God Irreverently on his lips in prts
enoe of oassert-bv- . he would be grabbed and
hustled to the police station. Bat there Is
not a city authority in the United Stales that
has backbone enough to stop the indecent
end blasphemous utterances of last Sanday
night, tnougu it le being delivered In all the
cities. Penalties and prisons for those who
defame the most insignificant man in the
city, but defa nation of Ood has perfect lm
inanity. It would hare been tie ficest
drama ever enac e 1 on tbe stage of that
Brooklyn theater if. in the midt of such
utterances, my friend Patrick Campbell.
Chief of Police, who believes in God and
Christ, bad, with a platoon of his efheers,
stepped upon the stage, and gently patting
his hand upon the shoulder of the lecturer,
said: In tbe same of the common law of
this co in try. and in the name of tbe fami-
lies of Brooklyn, this infamy must stop, and
stop here, and stop now."

'But," sajs some ooe 'are you not la
favor o' free speech ? Ob, yes; I am in fa-

vor of all styles of freedom free driving of
horses, bat not liberty to run over people in
the street, free fire in your stove, bat not in-

cendiarism or the burning of the property of
others, free air. but not permission to prison
that which others breathe, free me of ku'ves,
bat no right to stab others, free ose of gun-
powder, but no alio was ce for assassination,
frc speech, bat no permission for obscenity
or slander, or false swearing, or blasphemy,
free te do right and act according to law.

--but never free to do wrong against law. I
coll the attention of judges and attorneys',
cad Polles Commissioners and Mayors of'

V

cities to the Importance of either driving the
law against blasphemy from the statute book
or patting it into immediate execution
There will in some of oar cities arise author
ity tall enonga to see beyond all politics!
surroundings, and strong enough to execute
the statutes of the States, and then we shall
have no more of the execrable and dastardly
abominations that were ottered lastSabbath
night in the Brooklyn Theatre, and the car- -

rinn stench of leprous infidelity will be fum
igted from the atmosphere.

there is a class of persons in all our com
munlty hoping for the

OVERTHROW Or THE CHEI3TIAN RELIGION,

ard many who are b ld to say that the world
win be better off without it than with iL I
want to shew them the end of this road, the
terminus of this crusade, and what
will be the state of thirjgs on this snpposi
tit n that they triaraDh.

First woman's comp'ete and unutterable
degradation. I will prove it bv argument
and facts that no sound or honest being will
dispute. In the communities an 1 cities and
nations where the Chiistian religion has
reigned, woman's condition has been ameli
orated and improved and she is honored and
deferred to in a thousand things, acd there
is not a gentleman who doe? not take off his
hat in her presence. She may in the United
States aid England suffer some inj astice but
she has more of her rights in Christendom
thin anywhere eine. If yoar associations
hare been eood, you know that tbe words
wife and mother and sister and daughter are
agestiveot tbe raost gracious surroundings

TV e best sc boo Is and seminaries o( the United
States are for yoang women

Then take woman's c uidition in land
where Christianity has made no or little
headway. China, Eypt, Turkey, Assyria.
Borneo, Barbery. The Barmen ceil wives
and daughters like sheep. The Hindoo Bi- -

blH forbids a woman to hear niusic or to sit
at a window daring the absence of her Las- -

baud, and allows a divorce it the wife tats
before her husband finishes his mea's
Tie Hindoo wife is onsniusd on tbe
funeral pyre of her husband.
Tbe horse, the cow, the do.
tho est are better off They were intended
for brates. and only expect to b t.eated as
brutes. Bat sse the white bundles on the
rivers in the morning in China. Infanticide
after infanticide. Female children castor!
because they are females. See the women
harnessed to plows like oxen. Hidden from
the sight of men by barricades and bv veils
and by all the styles of cruel seclusion.
Tteir birth Is a disaster, their lire a torture.
their death a horror. The missionary of the
cn sä in heathen land to-da- y preaches t an
audience divided in two parts; the men who
rny sit as they will and do as they will, a"d
thu women cruelly hid len in a side apart
ment, where they can hear and not be seen.
No intelligence, 110 liberty no refining in
nuances, no hope for this life, and no hope
for the life to come. Ring d noee, cramped
foot, disfigured fact, maltreated mind and
embittered soul. How far back towa.d that
condition w m'd women go if the Bible and
Christianity were withdrawn isoul a ques
tion in dynamics. It an object be lilted to a
certain point and be not fastened there, and
tho lifting pi wer ba withdrawn, how far i 1

th object fjl? Clear back to the point from
wtence it was UlUd. Cbrisvanity hard
woman in the last point of degradation and
raitt'd her almost to the sties. Now, let the
power tbat brought her op be withdrawn
an labe will fall dear down tn the depths
frcm wide! she was resurrrcud

A,ain t e downfall v f ieligion and the
TRICMI'H Or INFI DE.L1TY

mean tne aeojorauzaiion 01 society, int
mcst obnoxious thing to infidelity is the idea
of retribaiiun. Now take all fear of volun-
tary puaishrxeut jutof society and let the
rnle be that all so as they please, and how
loi ig before I declare it
take the fear of hell cut of the minds of men
and tbe majority of them wonlJ soon make
this world a hell. lbe vast majority of
those who are o tie 11 Jed at the idea of future
poaUhment have such une'ean hems or
lives that they are o p post d to fature retribu
tioo for tbe same reason that a criminal
do Vt like a penitentiary. All th:s brae
talk about not fearing punishment for sin
la th next world is only a coward's h'st
lit g to keep his court ?e up.

1 have Keen men talk very brave about the
fa: are and defy God, aad flaunt their im-
moralities in the faeof society and chal-
lenge the Eternal, but in their last moments
thy shrieked til yoa could hear them for
two blocks, and the neighbors on a hot earn-m- er

night had to put the windows down.be-catu- e

they could not endure the sound. 1

ha i lather tee a railroad train with 500
Christians on bard go down through a
drawbridge into a waery grave than to see
one infidel or one atheist die. though it were
on a pillow of eider down and under a canopy
of vermi ioi. I wonld not want to se the
first catastrophe, yet I would be sure of their
happy destination, but I have never been
ab e to brace my nerves up for the latter
spectacle. Tbe terror on the brow is so an
paralleled, the clatch of the fist is so dia
bolic, the strength of the voice is so un
earthly "There is no hell! There is no
he'l! There is no hell!" he had said over
and over ein for forty years.bat there was
something in that dying ecene of my inhtei
ne ghbor which seemed to say: "There ie!
There U! There is! ' Mightieat barrier to
atheist and libertinism and outlawry and
crime of all torts are the retribnttons of
eternity. Me a may escape the law, for
that is done everv day. but there is
something down in the offender's nature
which says: "You ran not escape God He
sUnde at the end of your road of profl:g
cr." He will by no means clear the guilty.
Tate the Bin' idea of retribution ont ot the
wotli and Brooklyn and New Yore and
Boston and Chicago and Charleston and
New Orleans would become 8odoms right
speedily. The oaly restraints en tie erit
pa-sion- s of the world today are B-b- e re
atriints

Suppose now, theee giants in blasphemy
succeeded in marshaling a majority of the
world 03 thir side. Here they are in com-
panies in regiments, in brigade. Forward,
inarch! Ye great army of infidels and athe-

ist? Banners flying Defore. binners flying
behind, inscribed with 'No God," -- 'No
6ayior." "Do as you please," No punish
menr," "No njore law," 'Down with the
Bio!e The sua turned into dsrkness.
Forward ma'cn! Th first a?a-tl- t is upon
th churches. Dowa with all the houses of
wonoip tbat have been occupied by people
who were deluded lato being comforted over
th-i'- r beretveaent and their sorrow. They
deserve to b e x tir pated because they spen t
much of thtir life ia reforming inebriety and
in saving the lost and holding before th
strugg;mg tne idea of eternaol rest after the
paroxysm of lift is over. Lt the St Pan Is
and tne 8: Peters and the Trinities and the
tabernac es and the temples be turned into
cl ib nouses or places of merchandise! For-
ward, marcl! Down go all the Sibbath-scaool- s

of bright eyed, bright-face- d children.
sineioc 80D2S and est ting instrnctlon when
they ought to have been playing marbles in
the street or swearing on the commons.

Forward marsh, ye hosts of infideis and
atheists! Take the Bible on which witnesses
are sworn out of the Court-hous- e and let
loses testimony bs unhindered. Forward!
at d down go ten thousand atylnms and hos
pitals ox mercy supported by churches ana
Christian pbilanthroDists, prayers every
morning by the sick and prayers over the
dead. Never mind the blind eyes and the
deaf ears and the weakened intellects and
the crippled limbs. Let paralyzed old age

Gzr v tT? -

pick up its own food, and orphans find their
own way, and the half-reforme- d go bick to
their old iniaaliies. With the broal-a- x hew
down the cross and split np the Bethlehem
stable. Tear down from Vatican and Flor
eace and Venice and Dresden and all the
picture galleries of the world the mighties
works of art, for they are religions. Claade'
"Burning Bash" and Ghlrandajo's ' Adora
tion of the Magi" and Kembrandt "Chris
In the Temple" and Paul Veronese's "Mar
nage in Cana" and Michael Anxelo's "Lis
Judgment. And drive back all the orato
r 01 of Handel and Haydn and Beethoven
into the cry pts of the ruined caurobe. for
tiiey tell ot Messiah or the creation of Jeph
tha's daughter or Samson or other

EIBLS HERO OB HEROINE.
Forward, march, ye hont of infidels and

atheists into the graveyards and cemeteries
and tear down the scripture from Green
wocd'8 gate representing tbe resurrection
and break up the artist's figure of Old Mor
tality and his chisel at the entrance of Laur
el Hall and then march on and when you
fiad an epitaph "Asleep in Jesus ' chisel out
the words and when you find a stone that
steaks of Heaven cut it away, and when an
inscription on the child s resting Dlace "ont
fer little children to come unto Me," sunui
tute the words "Delusion and sham" and if
yoa find an angel in marble strike oft the
w in3 and ou the door of all the family
vault! inscribe "No hope," "Dead once, dead
to re rer. And then open the graves and sit
down on the broken slabs tor banquet aud
carnival. And poar into the skulls of the
di adthe wine of derision and hate and alto
gether lifting chalices of skeleton drink to
Doom and Darkness and Annihilation, a life
without comfort a death without eace. and
for body, mind and toul and family extioc
ti in. Make all the places of Christian barlal
tbe graveyard in which lie the whole family
of C'irbtian grace, Prayer dead, raith
dead. Repentance dead. Self denial dad.
Hope dead. Society dead. Honesty dead.
Happiness dead. "Turn the sun into dar
ness, '

Bit forward and upward, ye host of infi
dels and atheists! There are heights to scale.
Pile hill on hill and Pelion upon Ossa and
hoist the ladders against the walls of heaven.
Let tbe sappers and miners blow up tbe
foundations of jasper and put dynamite
under the gates of pearl, and now f.ir toe
throne Oue more attack and the day is
won. Charge! charge! 1 he storming parties
aim for Him that bittsth on the throne; jea,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost
The assitlaats tr to hurl the spirit over the
battlements with mightier wrench than
M dun's Satan was pitched into hideous ruin
down. Thevcry: "Uoirn with the-- bon of
God and let the javelins as of old strike Hiiior
side, aad the hammers His feet, and
orambles His brow. Down off tneihrone!
D wn out of sight! Down fort ver ! Aud last
of all, and more than, all, they would hire
G d the Father ieel tbe comoined force of
all human and Satanic spite and there be
deicide. They would have His blood incar-
nadine the heavens till ail immensity is led
as a thousand sunsets. Huzzahl Uuzzih!
A world without a head. A universe with
out a king. Orphaned constellations, rath
erlets galaxies. A dethroned Jehovah. An
assassinated God. Patricide. Kegicice.
Deicide.

That is what infidelity wants. That is
what it will accomplish if it can. Civiliza
tion will bs hurled back into semi-barbaris- m

and semi-barbaris- into Hottentot savagery.
The wheel of progress will turn the other
way and roll toward the Dark Ages. The
clock of the centuries will be set back two
thousand years. Tarn back the Sandwich
Islands from their schools and libraries and
r formed condition to what they were in
1820, when the missionaries of the cross be-

gan their work of gracious revolution. Call
home the five hundred Christian missiona
ries in India and overthrow their two th)u-an- d

stations and scatter the 140,000 pupils
gathered oat of barbariem inio Christian
schools. Level to the ground on the uossts
of all heathendom the gospel batteiies which
were planted to capture all Asia and Africa
for civilization. DuOand tbe tweuty evan
gelizing societies in South Afr ca for the sal
vation of Bai h men and Hottentots, bend
back the converted Chippewas and Delewares
and Oneida to their war paint and bar
barity and nakedness. Let the 300 Polyne
sian islands, that Lave relinquished heathen
ism, be given back to their lormer cruelties.
Go back to your darkness from which Chris
tianity extricated you, ye 00,000 converts 01
China; ye 1)0,000 converts of the Indian
archipelago: ye 1S0.GOO converts of South
Africa; ye 300,000 converts of the bea
islands, ye 500,000 converts of India and
Farther India. "Turn the sun into dark
ntiss." Blot out the work of Dr. Duff in
India and Abeel in China and King in
Greece and Jadon in Burmah and David
B;aineied amoLg the American aboriginees
and discharge the 3,000 missionaries in the
field from their ministry ot self sacrifice
Uall back the medical missionaries, those
who doctor both the bodies aod the souls of
the dying nations. Go home, Erg'ish Mis
njnary Society and American Board of

Foreign Missions acd Moravians, und sur
render the world, that y u have be'un to
conquer, bick to the filth and tqualor and
the despair from which they are now emerge
Ilk.

Never has sach
A ÜKFARIOUS PLOT

been la'd for the df s ruction of the planet,
aud never has sich an en
finery been set in motion as it at which in-
fidelity is working. When iu fidelity bas
conquered th's world it will be tbe habita
tion of three wards, the one a rrai-hons-- .

a iother a lazaretto, the the third a ta tde-monin-

lhe concert of this baud of infidel
music kias not yet fa'rly begun. You bave
only htard them stringing their ms ruments.
I put before you their whole programme
from first to hist. In theaters tho tragedy
c tines nis' aid tne ia-c- e last. Dir m tne
data of dath the farce leals c if and the
tragedy follows. In the farce the infidel
lauen aod mock, but in tbe tragedy God will
laugh and mock. He savs: ' I will laugh at
their ra'amity and mocc when their fear
c metb. t rom such opsuing cca.sms ot in
dividual, social, national aod world-wid- e

dn. s'aid bak. The time will come when
the infidel will be treated as a criminal
against society as well as against God. So
ciety will push out the leper, and the man
with soul caogreened. icherous. vermin cov
ered and rotting apart will fall into the
ditcb. and. denied decent burial, men will
come with spades and cover him up where
bs is that the air be not poisoned with tbe
Circus.?: the only fit text for his burial, Jere
miah xxii , 19; "With the burial of an ass,
drawn and cast forth beyond the crates of
Jernsslem "

But a thousand voices cry; "Will all these
allied forces of Infidelity and atheism suc
ceed in destroy lag Christianity? Will the
Church became extinct and ths Bib'e obso
lete and civilization only a memory?'' Yes,
when the smake rolling up from the city's
chimneys can arrest and annihilate the
noonday san. At the destruction of Jerusa-
lem, Jeeephu says the text was fulfilled.

The sua shall be turned into darkness."
His rays were shot out for a while, but did
that destroy the sun? h'o; that great

at the beginning shot like an
electric spark from God's finger, is rolling
on to-da- y warming continents, gilding
oceans and with glorious light deluging the
world. Light for mountain and valley.
Light for this world. Light for a whole cir-
cle of worlds. Not faded light, but the

'blending of violet, indigo, blue, green, yel--

lew. orange and red. just as true as when
evoked from the white ligb bv the solar
specirnm. L.ignt not worn oat by the ages,
but stepping Vjj 000 miles a second. Light
pulssting 451 trillion undulations in a sec
und. At the beginning Goi said: Let there
be light, and light was and light shall be
adq so unrisuamty goes rignt on to warm
fnd cheer all nations. Men may shut their
winaow riinas 01 prejudice so tney can not
ree it and may smoke their pipe of specula
tion till they are in the shadow of their own
vaporing, but the Lord God is the San, and
tll the earth shall yet ba-- k in its warmth
und brighten in its illuminations. Aye,
when fally let loose it will be a swift gospel.
and woo can calcu ate the speed of its undu
lations? Ay, the pure white light of tbe
post), holding in it all the beauties of earth
ni Ileaven: the violet plucked from amid

tae-prin- g erases and irdigo of Southern
j ir.gl and olue of skies and green of forest
foliage and yellow cf autumnal foretts and
orange of tropical groves and the red of sun
Sits a' I brought out under the spiritual
spectacles. Great Britain will take Europe
for God, and the United States will täte
America for God, and both rations together

u B iur Kt iu. meu an vuree win
timr Ullii .1 l"t Vlirvi. uu art IUU LI, v Kir.i
nioauta'n? Before Zerubabel thou ehalt be
come a plain. The mouth of the Lord hath
spoken it

31 y Valentine.
Hh rume one blustering, snowy day

Iu February wea'.ber;
lie carried on his dimpled arm

A portmanteau of leather.
Ue tapped against my window-pan- e;

He said: "You 6iy old fellew.
Come. tll me of tbat little maid

Wttn curly head and yellow,
The music of whoe broken spexh

happy home rejoices:
Who-- n j rattle La a Blotter sound

Thau other people's voices."
I looked rtmazed, the saucy boy

Looked back at me with laughter.
he said: My name is ;u Id

And your Vahnliue i'm after!"
V. r. IVler. In February tit. Nicholas,

THE LANGUAGE OF EARj.

The Appearance of Ihm Auricular Appeud
age Indicative of Character.

f Boston Sunday Times 1

'I used to notice when a lad," said a sue
Cfssfal business man, lately, to a reporter,
'that in making the final awards at country

rsirs on the qua'ity ot all ports of blooded
stock, the judges universally examined the
enrs of the ain as Whether it were a thor
ouphbred horee, a Berkshire hog, a dog cf
any special breea. from a toy terrier to a bull
or k ooiutt-r- . or whether it w-r- a Cits wold

Rotitndown sheen, the ear was alwava one
tu-i- o'

i3Q.t bf of
clolhe the

the pMnu, and if that were faulty.
all th other 2 od Qualities went for nanh J
This tet me thinking tht, as men represent
every quality known

. -
to the brute creation,'the ears cf men wou'd be likely to serve aJ

Drettv sure iudictsof character. I then cocx- -
- I

menced studying. First of a'l I procured a
gooi specimen of hst we will rail ths nor- -

mal taken from the heal ofnoma 1 a. on
. . ... .... 1

a man 01 Koo tcnaracter ana in whom all the
various qualities and propensities had been
abont eeeolv balanced, a level-healed- , nraol
tieal iran cf the world. This ear I ttndied

I hd thoronshly marred all the con- -

vnlntions and snrfaces that ii presented. Ty
boncht hundrtd of them, and now have
about 200 typical ears that I'll show you."
W Ith th s theold gentleman unlocked his safe
and produced two packages tied up in oiled
silk, soft and flexible as kid, and semi-tran- s

parent, untying one of thtse packages.
there fell out onto the table a number of
nondescriot fragments of mammifled-look- -

in e stuff, which on examination Droved to
be dried, or rather, partially tannei human
ears, all

a
in

.

a perfect state of preservation, so
11rar as tue retention 01 snape is concerned.

HWhir w h.. rliH vnn rat ...all K '' I-- .uj, " ".v, jYsm. uc'
; I ought 'em, of course. 01 the boipitals? '

of he The ears of enmi- -

nals at) d paupers would be of no use to me.
They would eerye no purpo-- e in tbe way of
study; the character of the criminal ia 10
clearly marked that one type is snilicient to
know all by. while paupers have no charac-
ter at all. It would make some people star
if they should exhume their deceased rela
tives and find that they are sleeping tbe
last sleep with only one ear to help them
listen for the last trump. The most obstinate
fool 1 ever had to deal with was a half starv
ing artist whose ear I wanted to get on ac
count of its remarkable formation. He was
a man of extraordinary business affairs, but
a genivis. I oflered that man ?o00 for one of
his ars, and, the stupid fellow refused
it. He was poor, half starved: didn't. I be
lieve, know where to get tbe next meal for
himielt and his wife aud children, and one
would have thought that he would have
jumped at the chance to get $000 for such
a trilling inconvenience. I offered to supply

h a fals-- e ear, so as to keep up
appearances, but he wculd not listen
to me. and I missed one of the finest oppor
tunities of my life I opened this particular
package to show you one very remarkable
example Here are all sorts of ears; ears of
men who were greatly imbued with religious
feeling: here's an ear, for instance, of a re-

vivalist; ears of pronounced atheists, ears of
honest men and ears of rogues; ears of cute
lawyers and ears of dull money-grabber- s.

whose only study in life has hew to
hold on to a dollar. Here's the ear of a
somewhat noted noted newitiaper man. Now,
just tee ho jv the lobe of that ear goes down
into the cheek; in front there is no lobe to
the ear at alL I don't say, mark you, that
everyone who has an ear ot that formation
is a thief, but I do say th&t h bas the pro--

temptation to develop them. This ear, in
its principal characteristic is almost the
counterpart or a pair that are won oy a
man of former high standing in the business
world, bat who is now serving a term in the
Penitentiary. It is only a wee or two ago
I had an occision to let a eontract fcr build
ing an extensive wall, and among the bid
ders was one who offered to do the work half
a dollar a thousand lower than any one else
But when I saw the man his'ears told me not
to trust him. I know he would have robbed
me in some way bad be got the contract
Here's another typical ear. oou see this
thin cartilege, with ths roll disappearing
in the northeast corner and the
ear itself coming almost to a point, eoaoe- -

wha lik a f tx's That is the ear of a keen,
unscrupulous, hard-hearte- d money lender;
one ot thoe who seems to take a positive de
light ia oppresin the unfortunate and in
wringing irom them xtortionate interest
for small accommodations Some of these
ears set well back like a tox's when it is
snarling; they are the worst cases. In oth
ers the upper point stands slightly forward;
such men are rather shrewd and cunning
tbau cruel, but tbey are not very pleasant
folks at best. Others of this sort, again,
are movable at the will of ther owners.
These chaos add to their other amiable qual-
ities a quarrelsome disposition that will
make them snap and snarl at everything and
everybody. The only way is to select a few
notewortuy specimens. Study the ears of
sooie men whose character yoa are well ac-

quainted with and mark their respective pe-

culiarities. Then compare those of men of
similar cbaiacteriatics and ree where their
stroneest resemblances are; the first discov-
ery of a principle for yourself is the only
dimcaity. if any one is about to get mar-
ried, I could tell him whether the woman
he is about to wed is likely to agree with
him or not. Oh. you may set it down for a
fact that the ear is the true index of

GOTHAM UOSSIP.

Caustic Dissertation on the Follies of
Mankind.

Some Folks Seen as Other People
Sea Them.

The Mlrrar Held to Nature bv Jo Howard
iaaLttter to the Itontou Herald.

ntw 10RK. reD. , iöso. aigr. capei re
sponded a few nights since at a public din
ner, to tne toast, "tne rrese." in npper
tendotu rosewood mantelpiece are all the
rage, and where marble has hitherto been
used the painter's art is brought to bear to
produce the impression that the marble is
rosewood. These facts, or, as the average
writer would say. these "real facts," tug
gest to me that we are living in an age 0
sham, pretence and yeneer. Precisely wby
Mgr. Ca pel, who, if amthing, is a eerie,
should be called upon to respond to such
toast, and, above all, why he should under
take to such a call, ta neither here
nor there, and precisely why people who
have expensive marble mantels should pain
them to resemble comparatively inexpensive
rose wood mantels is neither here nor there:
bat that this great world in whlcn we live
should be ashamed of its natural cuticle, and
should seek a yeneer utterly foreign to its
normal covering, isn't oaly here and there,
but everywhere, a matter of significance to
every honest man and eyery honest woman.
The prisons of the United States are faller
to-da- y than eyer. We have in New York's
prisons more men charged with murder,
manslaughter, burglary and baser crimes.
than has been the case since the first charter
was given to Jew York. Such I believe to
be the fact from Ma ne to Florida aad from
Cape Cod to San Francisco,

Why is it?
Well, let's look at it for a moment. What

makes men steal? Inherent depravity? Oh,
no. l)o they steal for the love of it 7 I think
not.. Is it because they are too lazy to work?
Possibly, in individual instance, that is a
fact, but not as a generality. Shakespeare.
or aiuton, or jod, or at. raui, or somebody
8 8 man is prone to sm as the sparks to fly
upward" hut I don't Deiievethat Is a fact.
Th average man is a good fellow. He doesn't
banker aftersin ; he tries well enough

.
to
.cm a. a a a..njat genuy aiong tne atream 01 time, with

occasional eddy of self indulgence, but
1.11asaruiene iojiowb toe coarse 01 nature.

marries, has children, supports them, dut
aaa. haying uvea so reputaoiy that he ae--

. .& 1 1 : - j a
VC uoueui murrai, n euui eu 11 ihb

eulogistic sermon given him by the parish
priest.

mere are illustrations 01 tne contrary de
velopment, of course, but they prove the ex
cepuon. a man wno irom nis Dirtn is
orooked is regarded as uncanny. He isn t a
natural development; he is different from
his fellows, and when his difference has be
come so great as to attract the attention of
the law, he is pounced upon and carried to a
public depository, designed for such aj he.
Therefore, it seems to me there must be
some other reason, some other cause, for this
reaching out for veneer. Veneer is abnor-a- n

mal. Therefore the cause ot such effect to
must be abnormal.

a youso man comes to new york
- .. ...from th rmin r. and th firmt th TIP tht

iwvaav muv ati v w w u AUwy M aa ig v w a

mittens, his own cap. They seem out of
place. They strike him as being odd, and if
there is anything a well balanced man dis
likes it is oddity, or anything which attracts into him special attention. bo be, without
intentional aping of his fellows, determines
to rid himself of such peculiarities seen
uniquenesses as make him a marked man.
His hrst step in that direction confronts him
with expense, and a great expenditure which
is, as a rule, with his in
come. Mnety-mn- e men in every hundred
seek advice. The hundredth man, who may
be tbe first.but one in the hundred, is stroLg
enough to rely upon his own common sense
and judgment and dis oration, while the
other ninety-nin- e seek counsel and advice. sa

They like to hang on the oak of experience. itand suck from the sturdiness of a conspicu
ous leader the virility lacking in their own
composition. Tbey leara that there are asand means and devices by which un
earned money can be obtained and spent.
They are not so anxious about the ways
and means and devices by which
that spent money can subse
quently be obtained. They get the amoney. It may be by borrowing, possibly
bv a discounted bit of paper, perchance in
anticipation of wages due or salary to come.
they innocently thinking of their cap and
cca and mittens and rnsty boots only, cot
at all of the necessity of meeting the obliga-
tion when it falls due. Once in tbat current,
the Lord help him, the devil won't! Once in
the bands of the usurer, a man ia settled.
We strong men of experience sitting in the
amphitheatre of observation, looking down
upon the cauldron of kalei lescopic human
ity, seething and boiling and twisting, can
iadßeof the idiocy of the individua 1 mem- -

f midnight revelry, but the po r dev- -

ila wMo are ln it, who with sisski lifted
from their face and turned upon the scalp
of dissipation kicc their beeis in cancan bar
random, are unable to see as clearly as we
who look through the opera glats of criti
cism. Of course you and I never got caught
in any such little opera'.ioi as this, but
there are men. many men. tbe majority of
men, who are to-da- y living bevond their
means, abject slaves to the one fellow in a
hundred who said "no" to himself, and

yes" to them only when they paid him
well for his affirmative response.

Come with me down town. We have had
hard times here daring the pat year, and I
tell you that brokers who in other days
lunched upon birds and bottles, aad went
home, each ln his individual coupe, presid-
ing at his family dinner in the dress ccat of
ailluence, waited upon by the bat'erof pros
perity, now consider themselves fortunate if
they can munch the humble cracker of a
free lunch, washed down with the unsavory
beer of comparative penury. Coupes to ride
up town in! Not much. Even a chtap tab
is beyond the reach of the average broker.

Come farther up town withme.so far as an
elevated road station. V ho are thete in
soiled array, this Innumerable throne? You
can find them, night and day, waiting t r
the grateful song of ''five-ce- nt fare." Men
who used to be rich, men who u-e- d to spend
from f 10 to $20 every day in luncheons and
cigars, men to whom 15 was no more than
five-cen- ts to the average reader of the Boiton
Hearld actually stand upon the stairs ot the
elevated road, waiting until the ticket in
the box is turned from ten to five, aad hun
dreds of them walk, ostensibly tor their
health and the distension of their chest, but
it Is really for their pocket and the repression
of their expense. Well, now,
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Blasphemy

di."inegTation?

lumt-narypwhic- h

incommensurate

! tbe pictures on the wall, the rngs upon the
I floor, the cabineta loaded with bric-- a brae
itbe cases stored with expensive and desirable
b oks, the sideboard in the rear laden with
expensive service, the closet underneath
well stocked with hne luxuries, over all tsf an honejt exhibit of the tl gares, seek to in-whi- ch

the pencilled, painted,towdered mad- - cieat-- tiieir importance In the public eve.
am of the house presides ia lscs and 6ilk and
velvet luxury. To day, as far as physical
surroundings are concerned, there isn't
much change, but there are no new pictures
old ms are quite the thine; novelties in
books are not conspicuous either in lbe cases
or upon the table: costly lienors, fancv
oranas 01 wine, mga-ton- e drintaoles, hard
in character. are conspicuous by their absence.
lhe wine closet isn't replenished; the chil
dren don't go to dancing school this winter.

nen tne gray horse leu lame the span was
sold, and they found it cheaper now to hire.
and cheaper yet because they didn't hire
even. They don't go to the opera as mach
&s they die. They don't go to the Italian
opera because they "never did like this way
01 having one star and a lot ot sticks." They
retrain irom attending the Metropolian
Opera House, "because German opera, some
how or other, doesn t appeal to the popular
sense," ana tney are not 6umcientiv
artistic to adequately understand and
comprehend ana enjoy the mystery of
Wagner or tbe maiestics of Beet
hoven : and as for gslng to any of the thea
tres, "heavens and earth, why the Dlavs
nowadays are not ht for the groundlings,
much less for such as we." Nevertheless
they must live in a brownstone front It
wouldn't do let Mrs. Jones know whvthev
sold their hones, or why the childrenTrtr'tUUU I

Mrs. Jones know? Of course ehe does. Tartly
e old Jones, who has lota of money,

has declined to loan his neighbors in the
brownstone front, because their "collaterals
were not equal to the emergency"; partly
because the rating of hia neighbor in the
commercial agencies Isn t what it was:
partly because everybody does know everv
other body's business in this world. JNow,
that's a feet you can t get round. Every
body does know everybody's business in this
world. If a man is making money, not
alone his friends and neighbors but his world
knows it, and it he ia hard up, and in
trouble, and in serious embarrassment, the
world knows it long before he has moral
courage sufficient to walk straight up to the
office of the captain of bankruptcy, and ask
permission to settle on such basis as he can
afford.

There are 10.000 men in this city, at least,
iving at a rate of $20,000 to $o0,0o0 a year.

who are straining every nerve in their men- -

amy and every mmcle In their physique.
borrowing money here, raising money there,

iscounting somewhere else, hoping against
hope that something will Mackawberize
them, who wcu'd be happier, easier, infin- -

tely more comfortable, it they could walk
out upon the front doorstep of frankness, Hand admit to the world that they bad
reached the end of their tether, tbat their
liabilities were so much and that
their assets were so much, aud ask Pthe privilege of closing up the game and
starting in anew. Why don't they do it?
Because, being clergymen, they are answer-
ing to toasts for "the press " Because, be
ing marble, they have painted themselves
bo as to look like "rosewood."

Since I began writing this letter,
TWO FUNERAL FROCESSIONS

have passed my window. I could notsk
better illustration of my theory, tbat this is
an era of sham, than they afford. The car-
riages show tbe people to be poor. It is no
disgrace for a man to be poor, and no one is

blame for the place of his birth, so that
that bas nothing to do whatever with the
fast that the o:capauts of the carriages were
poor. One of the coftios, decorated with any
quantity of mate-believ- e silver handles,
and in a high state cf orca mentation, with
make believe silver buttons, rested in a
highly polished heacte, with six huge
plumes upon it. I counted thirty-seve- n car-
riages, ordirary basks. In several of them
were six persons, in many of them but two,

some of them one only. I don't know
wfcat a fun-r- al with all this ridiculous pro-ceasio- u

costs the family of the deceased, but
several hundred dollars at leaat, a figure
which would go far toward keeping the wolf
from the door in these hard times, and can
any one tell me what earthly use, or heav-
enly good, the senseless display can by any
possibility do either the dead or the living?
Of tbe dead, it will be said, "he had a fine
faneral;" of the living, it will be said, ' they
gave him a fine funeral." And it will be

d by his friends and his neighbors; aad
their friends and neighbors; but w

will be forgotten by everybody, except
tbe undertaker and the livery stable keeper,
who, in turn, will remember it only so long

their bills remain unpaid.
The second funeral procession was similar

to the first, with this exception only, that,
instead cf being thirty-seve- n carriages, there
were twenty-two- . Against this outrageous
evil, I lifted my voice many years ago, and

feeble echo was granted it by the priest-
hood of the vicinage, who endeavored at one
time to limit, by pries'ly edict, the number
of carriages which should be permitted to
follow the hearse to the grave. Of course it
failed. All kinds of human nature are very
weak, and it seems to bean unfortunate
tendency of our poorer fellow-citizens- , that,
whenever it is possible, display, sbam, pre-
tence and overloading of flowers aod sur-
plusage

I
of carriages, a sham exhibit and

bigus silver prec pitate them deeper in the
morass of pecuniary difficulty than they
were before in order that they may make a
meritricious exhibition, in the eyes of peo-
ple

a
who know perfectly well what a farce, a

fraud, and a sham, and a humbug the whole
thing is

A moment s digression will enable me to
say that this is one reason why I favor cre
mation. The out? id e expense can be but
$25, and the probabilities are that in less
than a year after tbe crematory now being
built is completed theou'slde. expense can
not be Rio re than $15.

This line of inquiry as to the pretences of
to-da- y m ght very profitably be carried into
almost every line of business. If theatrical
pitronage falls off, minigen, in order to
convey tbe expression that tbey are doing a
n:g Dusmess, makiDg money and continuing
their popularity, ' paper their houses." That
is, they issue tickets for which no money is
paid, distributing them right and left with
lavish prodigality, so that when Tommy
Jor.es goes with bis wife and daughter, hav- -

iu? purchased iu good faith his tickets, ad
nods himself surrounded by a numerous
and enthusiastic audience, he says to him
self, "This is a popular home.thia play meets
with public favor, ths managers are doing
well and everything is prorperoas.' This
is a sham. This is a humbug. This is de-
ceitful. The fact is tbe play doesn't draw,
and the managers are losing money.

About once a year there is a great hue and
cry made because riymouth church rents
its pews for -- he ensuing year. Other church
es roll their eyes heavenward, and uplift
their hands, and ok, and ah, that they
wouidn t do such a thing as that. To rent
their pews by auction why. it is dreadful
But they beat the devilof acceptancy around
the stump of avarice by selling their pews
tit the moat they can get, or by putting such
rentals upon this, that and tne other, that
unless a man can afford this, he must per
force take that, and, if his means don't per
mit mm to get mat, wny ne xaust put up
with the other or go without. A common
end is obtained by them all, au annual in

c me for the support of tbe rervicei of tbe
church, which is entirely aud perfectly
proper.

Newspapers with 30 0)0 and 40.000 circa- -
Nation, in? iteai of con tectm? theTielvfi by

and mi cc all v in the eye cf the advertiser.
by cafmin oooo o- -

IO) 001 P ULY CIF.CULATIOS.

fthf r rap'sr c in tin u ally cnant their own
Miuvesj, ana cliiui tüarvsilous at ides in pop- -

1 i 1 a St.u .1 1 y. wnen every riyai can ten 10 a codt.
ho n sry t aper are rr'n'ed, and everv
news denier knows whether tbe ptner it
sought tor. or is teveteiy ie; alcne. The pc-cul- ia

ity iT tuis, and all ether shame, is that
in rra'u it deceives nobody. that doa
the afrare mn. who boy to read a paper
care whether it has a circulation of l.iKX) or
liMiA".ce ' That's nothing to him. and
he m part od oarcel of the public, and if
an advertiser knows and every advertifer
does kao v, that th clicalation is at such
h figure, Vue. the publisher insists that it Is
et a much higher figure, who is a fool?
Surely rot tbe advertiser, of cause be has
iiuas of acertainmg absolutely the circa- -
iHtiou Sarelv not the publisher, for he
knos very II when h lie- -, although I
thiuk it Aould be difilcult fur hioi to tell
why he lies. Crrlaia aewspapers in this
c iiutry print what purports to be tbe news
fiom Europe. Every cable aent knows that
It never caroe acros the water bv rahl
Every co' temporary knowe, very well.
whether it rame or not. Why say anything
hont it? Why not publikh interesting ruat--, . , .I T .:. i Ii.uropean anairs, wimout pre- -

by cab'e? Of the pbyj- -

write no ar-
ean't help it when I

ee a slim tucked, snindle shinked man
with an overcoat three fet wide across the
tack. He must know that his shoulders are
faided. E?erybody elfce cau be it. Whom
d.s be foot? The tailor, who makea it
knows he is a nairow chested fellow, he
kno-V- it. his friends know it, everybody
who sees him on the street recognizee the
essential wrinkle, whfen speaks in trnmpet
tones. This is the difference between the
man and the body. Was there ever a man
with a dj ed btara who really btlieved tbat
other people didn't know th it he wore a lieuon his fact?

One of the handsomest men in New York
city is a poputa actor. His hair and beard
ara as white as the driven snow. For many
years h dyed it a blue jet b ack. He always
looked like au old man trying to pretend he
was young and. at Le grew older, he became
carelet. Tart of his beard was black, rart
was red and rusty and part was white. He
letfeed like an esv Everybody Jaughed at
htm. He knew h was old, a id that his
beard waa waiie. Everybody tiee knew 'hat
ha was old and that his beard wai white.

WHY, THEN, TAINT IT liLACK?
I saw last evening in the Fifth Avenne
itel, a charming old gentleman. vhnM

long curly nair is white ard silvery, a per- -

net phtuie oi leren, aaiiab.e. intelligent
old age A year agj I ra v him in the tame

ca. He lo ked like an unmitigated vil- -
lanous pirate His bar vaj dyed blacker
thnn a ra7on wine. He is one of the for.
must juri' ti of im age For many years he
adorned th' ciurt ot appea:s. His opinions
are quoted in every land; but he lived a
life of sham and deceit, his bJacc fcatr con-
trasting fooliahly with his wrinkled face.
Everybody then knew him to be a dyed old
man. Now everybody tees him to be a
charming old mau.

Look at the women with their false frontp!ees end their switches tied in behind, to
make be ieve their hair is thick aud Jong,
when it isn't. Why there was a fashion
he e little while aga that made every wo-
man look as though sbe had two little
hum pa, one on t aeü bhoulder, and even now
they war busilts up in the sniall of their
la:ks, tutking them look like uicanny cam-
els. Now, just for a moment suppose that
the creator of these beautiful creatures had
made them with the-i- humps on their shoul-
ders; one little peak upon each shoulder,
and had deformed them with a pronounced
and conpnicu us growth outward from tbe
middle of their bicks what funny people
they would be. What good is tbat hump
behind? They can't sit on it. It simply pre-
sents an ungainly contour, misshapen, un-
natural. Every woman has it in her power
tostehow ridiculous every other woman
looks who dresses that way,' but she thinks
she might as well be out of the world as out
of the fashion, so she makes beree.'f look just
as ridiculous as others look; and again I
come backt3 the que tion, "Who ia deceived
by it? ' We all know that women have thote
little peaks on their shoulders, and of course
tbey know, too, so where dees the profit
come? It seems tome, one of the best
points fathers and mothers and teachers can
possibly make with young people is that
honesty is the best policy, and that truth
pays better than deceit, and that nothing is
so quickly detected as sham, and that noth-
ing is so utterly profitless, so absolutely ab-eu- rd

as veneer. If a man is a clergyman,
don't let him assume to be a journalist. If
he is a lawyer, don't let him ape the airs and
graces of a dancit g m aster. If he is a me-
chanic don't let him pretend to be a doctor.
If he is in poor or embarrassed circumstan-
ces, don't let him try to hoodwink and de-
ceive his fellow man. If he hasn't but a
thousand a year, don't let him live as though
his income was lea times that humble sum.

make two points on this: First, that, if It
were possible to lead a life of deceit without
detection, it isn't as profitable, and it isn't
as pleasant; but, further than that, I con-ten- d

that it is an absolute impossibility for
man or woman to lead undetected a life of

deceit, or carry oa for any continued length
oi time a programme tüat isn t in harmony
with truth, as it is universally accepted by
his fellows.

Lincoln's l'eronal Appearance.
From Arnold's new "Life of Abraham Lincoln,"
published by Jansen. McClurg &. Co. Chicago.!

Physically, he was a tall, spare man, with
Urse bones, and toaenng up to six feet and
four inches in height. He leaned forward,
and stooped as he walked. He was very
athletic, with long limbs, lar?e hands and
feet, and of reat physical strength. There
was no grace in his movements, but an ex-pr.esi- on

of awkwardness, combined with
force and vigor. By nature he was diffident,
and when in crowds, not speaking and con-
scious of bein; observed, he se?md to shrink
with bashfuloeas. When be oka cr lis
tened, he immediately became absorbed in
the subject, and all appearances cf rs

left bim. His forehead was broad
and hi2h, bis hair was rather stflf and
coarse,and nearly black, his eyebrows heavy.
his eyes dark grey, clear, very expressive,
and varying with every mood, now spark
ling with humor and fun, tfcen flashing witn
wit; stern with ind gnatiou at wron ana
injustice, then kind and genial, and then
again dreamy and mf lancho'y, and at times
with that almost superhuman sadness waica
it bas been said is the si;n and seal of those
who are to be martyrs. His nose was large,
clearly defined, and welleiaped; his cheek
bones high and projecting. His mouth was
large but indicated firmness and decision.
Ordinarily, hia manner aod Greeting to his
friends was most cordial, kind, and familiar.
The glance of his eye, the genial smile on his
face, the friendly tont, the hearty grasp of
ne hand, all indicated a man brotherly to

his asscc'ates He would have been pointed
out in any crowd as a man from the North
west,"


